This is the second edition of this quick readyreference style text. The book is divided into three broad sections: patient factors, particular surgical specialties, and specific anaesthetic problems per se. There are two to five page chapters on each topic. Some chapters, for example those on ischaemic heart disease, are extremely brief in their discussions, but this format provides an excellent quick review for other less common topics. Brevity is in fact the aim and strength of the book. Thus it is a good reference on a variety of conditions, particularly uncommon diseases or anaesthetic problems. The bibliography is listed at the end of each chapter and, while brief, is practical in terms of being a few short, readily available reviews -probably the maximum many busy clinicians would attempt to research for a particular case. The only other negative point is its obvious British bias, but this does not usefulness. So, while not a gold standard, it would be a useful addition to a professional library. This book provides an overview of cardiac anaes-thesia. It is well presented in hardback with high quality paper, clear print and good quality diagrams. There are eleven chapters by James DiNardo, a chapter entitled "Anesthesia for Surgery of the Thoracic Aorta" by Brian J. Cammarata and a chapter entitled "Cardiac Surgery and the Central Nervous System" by Bradley J. Hindman. The book is broadly based. It covers topics ranging from the basic and general (such as preoperative assessment of patients presenting for cardiac anaesthesia, the interpretation of data from cardiac catheterization, monitoring, and the management of cardiopulmonary bypass) to the advanced and specialized (such as anaesthesia for patients with congenital heart disease, and transoesophageal echocardiography). There are specific chapters on anaesthesia for patients undergoing myocardial revascularization, valve replacement and heart and lung transplantation. There is a useful but rather awkwardly named chapter "Anesthesia for Pericardial Disease". There are also chapters on mechanical circulatory assist devices and myocardial preservation.
I found the book uneven. For example, there is a thorough set of instructions on how to insert a central venous line but no discussion of the importance and timing of a subsequent chest radiograph, or of the appropriate location of the tip of the catheter on such a radiograph; furthermore, the paragraph on the complications of central venous lines does not mention vascular perforation or pericardial tamponade.
In the introduction, DiNardo explains that the book is intended for "anesthesia residents, fellows, and attending anesthesiologists", and that it is also intended to provide "the more experienced reader with timely reviews of the current literature".
Different sections of the book do succeed in one or other of these somewhat mutually exclusive objectives. For example, Hindman's chapter is a sophisticated review of the relationship between cardiac surgery and postoperative central nervous dysfunction which will be of real interest to experienced cardiac anaesthetists, whereas the book's relatively didactic accounts of such basic procedures as the insertion of radial artery lines will appeal more to beginners in this field. Between these extremes lie a number of useful summaries of topics such as the thromboelastograph, and the interpretation of data from the pulmonary artery catheter. Overall, I think many readers will find value in substantial parts of this book, but not in all of it.
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